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What is your role at IVYP?

| am the Children's Center Contract, Curriculum and Quality Assurance
Manager. | work with different contracts including our food program to
make sure that we have appropriate nutritional elements, menus and
servings for the children. | also work directly with the teachers to help
them create a curriculum that is developmentally appropriate for the
children. | have some work in the office, and part of my work directly with
the children and teachers in the classroom.

What do you like most about your job?

| love having the balance that my job affords me. | love getting to do work
in the office but also getting to be outside and in the classroom with
children and teachers. | worked 11 years in the classroom before coming
to IVYP and | really miss and value having that connection with the
children. In the middle of my transition from my country, | started
working odd jobs and away from children and | really missed being with
the children. Now that I have this chance, it is what | love most!

What is one thing you wish people knew about IVYP?

| wish people knew that we are here to not only support the children but
also to support families and our community.

Who was your favorite teacher and how did they inspire you?

My first-grade teacher is my favorite teacher. | am Armenian, and |
learned Armenian at home, and it was the only language that | knew.
When | entered first grade, because of where | lived, | was introduced to
Farsi. The teacher could not speak Farsi, but she was so friendly and
caring that | did not care that we could not understand one another. |
loved coming to the classroom. When | started working as a teacher, |
had in my mind that even if this child is not understanding me, | must
show my thoughts and emotions from my body language so they can also
understand it.

When you were 5, what did you want to be when you grew up?

A teacher. When you are a child, you have your favorite dramatic play
set. When | was playing, | was always the teacher. My toys were my
students, | used the storybooks to teach them. When | grew up, | started
playing with the children in my neighborhood, and again | took the role of
the teacher.
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¢Cual es tu posicion en IVYP?

Soy la Gerente de Contratos, Curriculo y Garantia de Calidad del Centro
Infantil. Trabajo con diferentes contratos, incluido nuestro programa de
alimentacién, para asegurarme de que tengamos elementos nutricionales,
menus y porciones apropiadas para los ninos. También trabajo directamente
con los maestros para ayudarlos a crear un plan de estudios que sea
apropiado para el desarrollo de los ninos. Tengo algo de trabajo en la oficina
y parte de mi trabajo directamente con los nifios y los maestros en el aula.

¢Qué es lo que mas te gusta de tu trabajo?

Me encanta tener el equilibrio que me brinda mi trabajo. Me encanta trabajar
en la oficina, pero también estar afuera y en el aula con nifos y maestros.
Trabajé 11 anos en el salén de clases antes de llegar al IVYP, y realmente
extranoy valoro tener esa conexion con los ninos. En medio de mi transicion
de mi pais, comencé a trabajar en trabajos ocasionales y lejos de los nifios y
realmente extranaba estar con los nifnos. Ahora que tengo esta oportunidad,
ies lo que mas amo!

¢Qué desearias que la gente supiera de IVYP?

Me gustaria que la gente supiera que estamos aqui no sélo para apoyar a los
nifos, sino también a las familias y a nuestra comunidad.

¢Quién fue tu maestro favorito y como te inspiré?

Mi maestra de primer grado es mi maestra favorita. Soy armeniay aprendi
armenio en casa, y era el Unico idioma que conocia. Cuando entré al primer
grado, debido al lugar donde vivia, me introdujeron al Farci. La maestra no
podia hablar farsi, pero era tan amable y carifosa que no me importaba que
no pudiéramos entendernos. Me encantaba venir a la clase. Cuando
comencé a trabajar como maestra, tenia en mente que, incluso si este nifio
no me esta entendiendo, debo mostrar mis pensamientos y emociones
desde mi lenguaje corporal para que ellos también puedan entenderlo.

Cuando tenias 5 anos, ;qué querias ser cuando crecieras?

Una Maestra. Cuando eres nino, tienes tu juego dramatico favorito. Cuando jugaba,
siempre era la maestra. Mis juguetes eran mis alumnos, usé los libros de cuentos
para ensenarles. Cuando creci, comencé a jugar con los nifios de mi vecindarioy
nuevamente asumi el papel de maestra.



